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ABUUT SOME OF MY COMESDES IN th CAME OF FORCED LABOUR INM
BOE /SERBIas 1944,

I was 1t a canp of torced labour in Bor between the Ylst
of May and the 15th of Uctober 1944. [ met there among my
courades persons who showed a remarkable helptulness, humanity
and pity btowards me who was 20U years old at that time. This
guality was the more appreciable because we were 1n g
desperabe situation :tatvxng and'frightanmd' which naturally
Pngendﬁred zgotxsm and ruthlessness i1n most peopl~

i remamb@z_ﬂumr persons wvhose pilty and humanity showed
itselt towards my own person. ‘There was the post Mikios

Kacdnobi who gave the halt of his meal to e which he 1erelv&d

as extra gitt 1n the kitchen. There was a man, a barber who |
uridertool bhe sﬁavgiof‘ many of his room~matss and who utt&rpd j
e Lo uase grabis his remalnxng toam to my oW shan. There wam |
a young man  who was VEETY deuperﬁta because he worked B En ‘
acrobat in  an Atrican clby before the war and reburned home !
Just betore the outbreak of the war. We became chatting |
partners, and he trusted me to bring his portion of lunch tYrom

the distant kitchen when we removed to the city of Bor later ‘
ort. At this occasion [ cheated him by taking a thin slice of |
his bread away while returning to him., [t was a foul trick of |
mine and e rnoticed 1t,didn’t  trust me any more and didn’t i
speak with me. Then there was a comrade whom [ . don‘t rwmembwr |
exactly of. He holid me bacit once when 1in tﬁé camp [ wanted to |
denounce myselt to the officer in charge of the camp in my
despair. The story was the following. Urce [ found a mess—-tin
full " of meal dereiict in the barrack-room. [ had. no self
control encugh and being very hungry [ ate it. Sharflv
attervards the proprietor of bthe mess-tin searched his meal
and began to scold me as a thiet, which he was right of. Hs,
wanted to bring me before the commandsr in charge and atb tx* |
monent [ became hysterical and without selt control and wanted |
nyselt to go Lo the orrxger Somebody of the room-mabes who

vas older than me hold me back 1n the last mimate and thus ‘
saved me by being suspended by my wrists as 1t was the used |
way of punishment in the camp. There were soms comrades whose 1
great moral strength and bravery [ saw, though [ had no direct ‘

experience in conmection with my own person. [ remsmber a man;
named  Justus who had an optical shop in Budapest and who was
it the last veeks thé commander of the room where we the whit
ribboned worimen [ived. [ remﬂmbcz our phy=zician Dr Bardos whu
ran from one place to the other vwhole day long to help the
sick persons. Then there was a stubby young mart, a lavyer who
alvays made l[augh the others hy ewpr8351ng the simplest

senternce 1r a [ong phr%aﬁ 1 A lawvﬂx = slang. x
Of course [ had negative experiences on  the side of | my
conrades too.  Thers was a man who was at  that time the
comrmandsr  of  our room. He demanded my wrist-watch aﬁd
promissed  to bring for it lard.  But he only, brought soms

irrelevant  food and never the promissed meat. Then there was
ancther primitive and aggressive young man who on my way bac
trom my working place pointed a knife to  my stomach, accusi
me Lo have left something of his propristy “on the worhxr
POSh

DG

it 1s so tragic to0 think that probably ali these méﬁ
perished during their way back in november 1944 because these
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persons were railied into the first group vhich retuwned trom
Serbia parting one week from Bor eariier then the second group
where | becams raliled to. And how many other men of great
moral strength must have perished in all the anmihilation
camps during bhe second worid war. UY course the right to live
and rnob bo be kiiled i1s also the attribute of persons who have
no special appreciable mental or morail qualities. The griet
for thelr torced death 1s of a similar necessity.
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